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second, I say that which it behoves the ditty to set forth. In
the third, I give it leave to start ivhen it pleases, recom-
mending its course to the arms of Fortune. The, second
part begins here, ' With a sweet accent;' the third here,
"Gentle my Song' Some might contradict me, and say
that they understand not whom 1 address in the second
person, seeing that the ditty is merely the very words I am
speaking. And therefore I say that this doubt I intend to
solve and clear up in this little book itself, at a more difficult
passage, and then let him understand who now doubts, or
would now contradict as aforesaid.
After this vision I have recorded, and having written
those words which Love had dictated to me, I began to
be harassed with many and divers thoughts, by each
of which I was sorely tempted ; and in especial, there
were four among them that left me no rest. The first
was this : ' Certainty the lordship of Love is good ;
seeing that it diverts the mind from all mean things/
The second was this : ' Certainly the lordship of Love
is evil; seeing that the more homage his servants pay
to him, the more grievous and painful are the torments
wherewith he torments them.' The third was this :
* The name of Love is so sweet in the hearing that it
would not seem possible for its effects to be other than
sweet ; seeing that the name must needs be like unto
the thing named : as it is written : " Nomina sunt
consequentia rerum" ? 1 And the fourth was this : ' The
lady whom Love hath chosen out to govern thee is not
as other ladies, whose hearts are easily moved.5
And by each one of these thoughts I was so sorely
assailed that I was like unto him who doubteth which
path to take, and wishing to go, goeth not. And if
I bethought myself to seek out some point at the which
all these paths might be found to meet, I discerned but
one way, and that irked me ; to wit, to call upon Pity,
and to commend myself unto her. And it was then that,
feeling a desire to write somewhat thereof in rhyme,
I wrote this sonnet :—-
1 ' Names are the consequents of things.'
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